Cross Curricular approaches to reading

Shirley Harrison
Shirley has provided us with a great starting point here. Some ideas can be readily adopted now; others need reflection and decisions about implementation.
· Create a climate where literacy has status and is valued.

· Make literacy elements of lessons distinct and explicit.

· Raise the status of oral work.

· Deal with inclusion issues which impact on literacy e.g. poor health, disrupted education, problems at home, poor teaching, EAL.
· Access to ICT especially for boys.

· Inspiring classroom environments incorporating key words in context.

· Buddy reading scheme.

· Leadership team give the task of improving reading priority and status.

· Build literacy foci into development planning.

· ESLIM course and subsequent action.
· Put it into Golden Lesson as key feature.

· Teach and reinforce key skills of: skimming, scanning, close reading, research, study skills, note taking.

· Events – not just run by English Department – National poetry day, World Book Day etc.
· Give time for departmental reps to work with the English staff and LA consultants to allow subject specific discussions so that detailed context embeds the work. Pin specific literacy objectives to Departments e.g. “Structuring and Organising Writing” – RE, History and Geography. “Reading for Meaning” – Maths, ICT, History.

· Give the English department the time and the environment to do their job!

· Create a print rich environment in public areas and corridors.

· Raise staff expectations – do all staff know what is required of a Level 5 in reading?

· Incorporate English Triplet vocabulary into lessons.

· Encourage students to speak and write in full sentences. Model this as teachers.

· Invest in high quality reading material: up to date, relevant and attractive.

· Audit provision.

· Tell students the purpose of any reading they do.

· Draw attention to the structure of texts, referring to Contents pages, indexes, chapter headings etc.

· Provide opportunities to use information from reading rather than just answering the question.

· Literacy targets fro all students in all subjects.

· Use British English in all documents!!!
Any further thoughts or ideas in response to this would be welcomed. Will discuss with SLT and look at where we can make progress.
