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GCSE SCIENCE INFORMATION FOR PUPILS
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_________________________________________________________

Welcome to the start of your GCSE Core Science course!

The aim of the course is to provide you with the skills and scientific knowledge to understand the world around you and to give the basis for further study of science.

The course is split into 4 units:

B1- Biology 25%

C1-Chemistry 25%

P1- Physics 25%

ISA- Investigative Skills Assignment 25%

Each of the B1, C1 and P1 units are divided into 2 sections (section a and section b) and after each unit you will be examined by a 30 minute exam for each section (1hr in total). The tests take place in November, March and June. In total over year 10 you will sit 6 30 minute exams which will be worth a total of 75% of your GCSE grade.

In addition to the exams you will complete a piece of assessed practical work, this is the ISA. The ISA’s will be completed the week following each unit exam and the best ISA mark will be worth 25% of your GCSE grade.

The course in Core Science leads to the award of 1 GCSE in science. After Christmas you will be asked to choose what type of science course you would like to study in year 11. The choices are Additional and Applied science – your teacher will give you more information nearer the time.

You will be expected to bring the following to every lesson;

· Pen

· Pencil

· Ruler

· Exercise book

· Calculator

In order to improve your own learning at home and at school you should invest in some of the revision materials available to purchase at school. There are:

1. Active book CD- this is a CD-Rom version of the text book- £1

2. Revision Guide- £2

3. Practice Papers – £2.50

For all of these items, take your money to finance and then bring the receipt to your science teacher or one of the science technicians.

You can find out much more about the course and exams by looking at the course website by following the link to GCSE science A at www.aqa.org.uk
Other useful website are:

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize
www.samlearning.com
www.webschool.org.uk
To improve your learning revision sessions will be organized in the lead up to exams and ISA’s.

Good luck in your new course. We hope that you will enjoy the course and will decide to take Science AS/A levels in the 6th form very soon

Miss Westhead
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